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| BEHOLD! 
of | MAKE ALL THINGS NEW 


The work Jesus has in making everything new begins with people. 
If you want new people, give Jesus all the people who have gone 


bad. The worn out people you give will become new people. As in the 


— lure days of Elisha and the widow whose empty pitchers were filled, so 
a- os when you go to Jesus with your empty people He will fill them with 
ay ; 

k- a His Grace. 

ur & 

ds = Do you need a new wife? Don’t marry another wife, take the 
e ‘ wife who burdens your heart to Jesus and He will make her new. Do 
og F you need a new husband? Don’t ask for a divorce, take the hard-hearted 
e s 

a ee husband that you have to Jesus and He will make him new! Do you 
n- 


need a new friend? Take your old friend to Jesus and He will make 
rs. | him new. 


Oh, our Lord Jesus Christ, who canst make all things new, touch 
“ . . us and make us new. We have just become an independent nation, 
»C- — abide with us and make us truly new. Help all tribes to give Thee Thy 
a — place in their midst and make them new. 


—An African pastor 
in “The Drum Call’ 
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Next week several hundred friends 
and supporters of the Journal will 
gather in Weaverville for JOURNAL 
DAY: an annual conference held in 
conjunction with the meeting of the 
Board and featuring a program of ad- 
dresses by outstanding leaders in the 
Church. The time: 10:00 a.m., Au- 
gust 10. This year’s speakers, in ad- 
dition to Associate Editor L. Nelson 
Bell and Editor G. Aiken Taylor, in- 
clude, Dr. F. Crossley Morgan, Dr. 
Richard W. Gray and Rev. Lane G. 
Adams. 





Riding through the country not long 
ago, we came across the “Grace Free 
Will Baptist Church.” In spite of our- 
selves we couldn’t help wondering 
which of those words were the after- 
thought. With Predestination in the 
news we would observe that it might 
be hard to have both. 


We have just learned the reason 
for the use of the editorial “we” in 
such sentences as, “We have just 
learned the reason... etc.’”’ Maurice 
Paul, columnist for the Brooklyn 
Daily says: “That’s in case a reader 
ever gets mad at me, he will think 
there are more of me than of him.” 


In a Baton Rouge, La., Presbyterian 
church, a presumably elect lady slipped 
on a slick floor, fell down. Now she 
is sueing the church: $20,000 for med- 
ical expenses and loss of services, an 
additional $20,000 for injuries and suf- 
fering. We would recommend that the 
Session hang a sign in the vestibule: 
“Only those persons welcome in this 
church who can take care of them- 
selves.”’ 





FOOTNOTE TO THEOLOGY: “It 
is not enough to love flowers, you have 
to hate weeds.’’—Rough Notes. 

















CONTENTS 

WHAT IS TRUTH? 5 
Rev. Jack B. Scott 

THE MINISTER AS A NEWS REPORTER 
Rev. James Milton McKnight 

EDITORIALS 10 


A LAYMAN AND HIS CHURCH 11 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


HE DESCENDED INTO HELL 12 
Dr. William C. Robinson 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, August 14 13 


~] 


YOUTH PROGRAM, August 14 15 
THE CHURCH AT HOME 16 
BOOK REVIEWS 18 


THE MAILBAG 20 





Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 
L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


Arthur H. Matthews 


E ditor 
Managing Editor 
Associate Editor 


Editorial Assistant 





The Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the 
statement, defense, and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Editorial Offices: 84 Kimberly Ave., Asheville, N. C. All editorial correspondence 
should be addressed to Asheville, P. O. Box 3108. 


Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. All changes of address, business and 
advertising correspondence. 


Second-class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. C. Vol. XIX, No. 14, 
August 3, 1960. 


Changes of address: Please send both old and new addresses, allowing three 
weeks for changes in continental U. S. 





sis cecisiniadaeinnt sensi nic Ain cosets sie nsititaananitatins 


een ere 


eee ee 


~ at 


rrammessiiessiill ie. 














sal a cienaiasivamtinntisaminids 





e 











News ROUNDUP 








Last Congo Contact Was By’ Ham’ Radio 


Minutes before the last Presby- 
terian, U. S., mission station in the 
Congo was closed and its short-wave 
radio silenced, the friendly voice of 
a retired missionary was coming in 
over the receiver of Station 9Q5EC 
at Lubondai. 


The voice heard there by Dr. Sandy 
Marks as he waited alone for a plane 
out of the turbulent African nation 
was that of the Rev. Carroll Stegall 
at Black Mountain, N. C. He was 
transmitting from his “ham” station 
W4RIL in the basement of his home 
near Montreat. 


Dr. Marks told the veteran of 36 
years in the Congo that mission planes 
were ferrying all personnel out of the 
country and that he expected to be 
picked up within a couple of hours. 
That conversation is thought to be 
the last between anyone in America 
and any of the Southern Presby- 
terians before they left their stations. 


Mr. Stegall, who first began “ham” 
operations while in the Congo, has 
talked with some of the missionaries 
there nearly every day since his re- 
turn ten years ago. The radio hobby 
has enabled him to keep up with the 
day-to-day progress of the work in 
which he was engaged for so long. 


The North Carolina pastor made a 
particular effort to stay in touch with 
the missionaries as Congo indepen- 
dence approached. He spoke with men 
at several of the stations each day 
before the civil authority was given 
over to native leaders. 


Then just after that fateful day, 
atmospheric conditions began to ham- 
per good reception. 


The retired missionary, now pastor 
of Friendship Church at Black Moun- 
tain, was able to re-establish contact, 
however, as the mission stations were 
being closed. In addition to finding 
out for himself how things were going 
in the Congo, he was also able to re- 
lay messages to persons in the States 
who were concerned about the safety 
of the missionary families. 








Stegall at his Radio 


Mr. 


His efforts to keep up with the 
situation continued after the mission 
station radios went off the air. 
Though contact with “hams” else- 
where in Africa he has managed to 
keep posted on action in the Congo 
since the evacuation. 


Africa Mission Pilot 
Rescues More Than 200 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Congo Mis- 
sionary John W. Davis, a former colo- 
nel in the U. S. Air Force, flew more 
than 200 missions out of that tur- 
bulent land in the first three weeks of 
rebellion there. 


Using a mission plane that carries 
only three passengers, he rescued 
Methodists, Baptists and personnel 
from other denominations, as well as 
those from Presbyterian stations. 


Congo mission officials reported to 
the Board of World Missions that Mr. 
Davis is continuing to hold the plane 
in readiness to fly further missions of 
mercy. 


Two other missionaries were report- 
ed assisting in rescue operations at the 
request of the U. S. government. They 
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Missionaries Unharmed 
In Congo Evacuations; 
Early Leaves Approved 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — No Congo 
missionary personnel of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., suffered personal 
violence during native uprisings that 
preceded closing of the African mis- 
sion stations, the Board of World 
Missions was informed at its July 
meeting. 


The Board authorized the Congo 
mission to take such actions at its 
own initiative as may seem necessary 
during the emergency. While authoriz- 
ing many of the personnel to come 
home, the Board has planned for a 
task force to remain nearby to keep 
in touch with Congolese Christians and 
to watch over missionary property. 


Officials in charge of the African 
work were given permission to send 
home: any missionaries whose regular 
furloughs will come due within twelve 
months; and any who have children 
of school age. 


Those remaining were authorized to 
take trips back into the Congo when 
and if the situation permits. 


The Board has been in almost daily 
contact with personnel in Africa, and 
officials in Nashville have had direct 
telephone conversations with mission- 
aries now located at Salisbury, South- 
ern Rhodesia, where most of the South- 
ern Presbyterians have gathered. 


Some Board sources saw in the lack 
of personal attacks on the mission- 
aries an indication of the distinction 
between the attitude of the Congolese 
toward administrative and political 
personnel and missionary personnel. 
Some observers also saw in the vio- 
lence suffered by Roman Catholic mis- 
sionaries an identification of the Ro- 
man Church with the Belgian govern- 
ment in the minds of many Congo- 
lese. 





monitored short-wave radio sets at the 
Belgian air base at Kamina for distress 
signals. 
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Jewish Congress Plans 
Appeal of Court Ruling 
In Maryland Man’s Case 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — The 
American Jewish Congress announced 
here that it will appeal to the U. S. 
Supreme Court a Maryland court deci- 
sion which refused a notary public’s 
license to a man who will not swear 
he believes in God. 


In a press statement, the Congress 
declared that religious tests for pub- 
lic office were an un-Constitutional 
violation of religious freedom and sep- 
aration of Church and State. 


Ruling against Roy R. Torcaso, a 
48-year-old avowed atheist, the Mary- 
land Court of Appeals declared on 
June 30: “It seems clear under our 
Constitution that disbelief in a Su- 
preme Being, and the denial of any 
moral accountability for conduct, not 
only renders a person incompetent to 
hold public office, but to give testi- 
mony, or serve as a juror. 


“The historical record makes it clear 
that religious toleration, in which this 
State has taken pride, was never 
thought to encompass the ungodly.” 


The court’s ruling was based on Ar- 
ticle 37 of the Maryland State Con- 
stitution which requires candidates for 
public office to declare their belief in 
the existence of God. 


Leo Pfeffer, associate general coun- 
sel of the American Jewish Congress 
and an authority on religious freedom 
and Church-State relations, said the 
decision of the Maryland Court of 
Appeals “means that an atheist can be 
elected President of the United States 
but cannot hold the position of notary 
public in Maryland.” 





Lutherans Warned 
Of Secularization 


In Church Colleges 


ROCK ISLAND, Ill. — (RNS) — 
Warning against the danger of the 
secularization of the church college, 
a Lutheran editor told the centennial 
synod of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church that many American colleges 
established by Christian communities 
have lost-their-original character and 
can “in no sense be recognized as dif- 
ferent from that of state-supported 
schools.” 
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“The fate of these institutions,” 
said Dr. E. E. Ryden, editor of the 
Lutheran Companion and chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Augus- 
tana College here, “brings home to us 
a lesson that we do well to heed with 
all soberness of spirit as we celebrate 
our centennial as a Church and col- 
lege.”’ 


Three safeguards against seculariza- 
tion were suggested by the board chair- 
man. 


“A primary requisite,” he said, “‘is 
to make sure that the Church never 
loses ownership and control of its 
institutions of higher learning. This 
matter assumes all the more impor- 
tance in the light of the impending 
merger with other Lutheran bodies 
where the relationship between the 
Church and its various institutions 
has not been as clearly defined as in 
the Augustana Lutheran Church.” 


The right kind of college faculty 
was cited as a second safeguard. “It 
must be composed not only of com- 
petent scholars,” said Dr. Ryden, “but 
also of confessing Christians.”’ 


“Beyond all this,’ he continued, 
“the Church must give its colleges 
adequate support. The college needs 
the Church, but it should also be re- 
membered that the Church needs the 
college.” 





Formosa Leaders, Press 
Call American’s Views 
On Reds ‘Inappropriate’ 


TAIPEH, Formosa — (RNS) — A 
statement by a visiting American 


church leader advocating United 
States’ recognition of Communist 
China in order to “understand” and 


“weaken” the Peiping regime was at- 
tacked here by government officials 
and the press. 


The observation on Red China was 
made by Dr. Ray Gibbons, executive 
director of the Council for Christian 
Social Action of the United Church 
of Christ, who is leading a 32-member 
world study tour of Asia and the Mid- 
dle East under the auspices of the 
council. 


Dr. Gibbons’ remarks were attacked 
as “ill-advised, inappropriate and em- 
barrassing’” by government sources, 
and the English-language newspaper 
“China Post” declared in an editorial 
that “‘so far as the question of Amer- 
ican recognition of the Peiping re- 


gime is concerned, such kind of logic 
is actually symbolic of a most deplor- 
able muddle-headedness.” 

One government official said it ap- 
peared that the group was “letting 
down all of those faithful Christians 
who suffered at the hands of the 
Chinese Communists, and some, who 
were tortured to death trying to keep 
the flames of Christianity alive on the 
Chinese mainland.” 


The China Post asserted that the 
reason the U. S. did not “approve” of 
Red China was not because it was a 
Communist state, “for it is an unde- 
niable fact that the American govern- 
ment has established diplomatic rela- 
tions with many Communist nations 
in the world.” 

“What the United States strongly 
disapproves of,’ the editorial con- 
tinued, “‘is the policies which the Pei- 
ping regime has been pursuing ever 
since it came into being in 1949.” 

“Unfortunately, the visit paid to 
Taiwan by the Christian group lasted 
only three days. If they had made 
a longer stay here to see more of Free 
China, and if they could arrange to 
make an extended tour of Communist 
China before returning to the United 
States, they would undoubtedly become 
clear-headed in reconsidering the ques- 
tion of whether the American govern- 
ment should extend diplomatic recogni- 
tion to the Peiping regime,” the edi- 
torial said. 


Roman Officials Defend 
Kidnaping Of 
‘Heretic’s’ Children 


WHEATON, Ill. — The “legal kid- 
naping”’ of three children of a Presby- 
terian father in Medellin, Colombia, 
which was instigated by a Catholic 
priest, has been upheld by Roman 
Catholic officials in that country. 





Police seized the three children of 
Juan Osorio in April with an official 
warrant issued by the Juvenile Court 
judge and initiated by Msgr. Tulio 
Botero-Salazar and the Archdiocesan 
Tribunal. The Church based the order 
on its teaching that its authority over 
baptized children takes preference 
over the rights of the parents and that 
a Catholic government is bound to pro- 
tect baptized children when their par- 
ents “‘apostatize.” 


The Osorio children were baptized 
in infancy by the Roman Catholic 
Church. Subsequently their parents 
were converted. The seizure of the 
children followed. 
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Pilate Wondered 


What Is Truth? 


John 18:37 


Pilate sensed his own trial that day 
Jesus stood before him to be judged 
by men. Already warned by God 
through his wife, he undoubtedly 
feared the hour of encounter. 


His question, framed in this moment 
of encounter with the Christ, was not, 
I feel, sarcastic in nature — here was 
a frightened man. 


All that Pilate believed in, Roman 
law and order, was about to crumble 
about his head. What he thought was 
truth, Roman justice, was nigh to go- 


ing awry. He asked in fright — 
“What is Truth?” He asked the One 
he was trying perhaps because he 


sensed his own trial before One great- 
er than himself. 


Jesus did not answer the question 
there, for the question had already 
been answered. Those who had walked 
with Him knew the answer whether 
they were then aware of it or not. To 
answer the question before Pilate was 
not Jesus’ purpose. Pilate’s view of 
truth, in conformity with the educated 
of his day, was of something to be 
searched out, sifted by man, and final- 
ly isolated as a grain of gold in the 
pan of a prospector. 


But spiritual truth is not discovered, 
it is revealed. It is not manipulated 
by man, it is the regulator of man. 
Truth is not a prize of man’s labor, 
but a gift of God. 


Nevertheless, the Church must be 
constantly answering and affirming 
the answer to Pilate’s question, ““What 
is Truth?” — Only God has the an- 
swer, but He has revealed it to the 
Church. 


Before we get involved in the an- 
swer, let us get some assurance as 
to the importance of the question. 


WHY WE MUST KNOW 
THE TRUTH 


Four things stand out in Scripture 
to underline the importance of hav- 
ing the right answer to this question. 


First, we are told 
Truth that we are to worship the 
Father. “The hour cometh and now 
is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in Spirit and 
Truth, for such doth the Father seek 
to be His worshippers” (John 4:23). 
True .Christian worship is in Truth. 


that it is by 


Second, we are told that God judges 
the world by Truth. “We know that 
the judgment of God is according to 
Truth against them that practice such 
things” (Romans 2:2). We stand or 
fall before God who judges according 
to Truth. 


Third, we are told that salvation 
comes only in a knowledge of the 
Truth. “God our Savior, who would 
have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the Truth” (I 
Timothy 2:4). 


And finally, it is Truth that abides 
with Christians forever. “For the 
Truth . .. which abideth in us, and 
it shall be with us forever” (II John 
2). 


Who can question the importance 
of the answer? We worship, we are 
judged, we are saved, and we live by 
Truth. But what is Truth? 


In our quest for Truth, as Chris- 
tians, we approach the problem not as 
those looking for some abstract and 
vague definition covering everything 
and hitting nothing, but we look for 
God’s answer. We look for what God 
has revealed. 


We will not look in the world, for 
the prince of this world is completely 
disassociated from the Truth, as the 
Lord plainly told the Jews who reject- 
ed Him, “Ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your father it 
is your will to do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and standeth not 
in the Truth, because there is no truth 
in him” (John 8:44). 


Again, we will not look into the 
heart of natural man for the answer, 
for we are told that natural man per- 


REV. JACK B. SCOTT 


verts and suppresses the truth so, “the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unright- 
eousness of men, who hinder the Truth 
in unrighteousness ... for they ex- 
changed the Truth of God for a 
lie...” (Romans 1:18,25). 


Nor again will we look for Truth 
in any man-made religion or phil- 
osophy, for the Word of God tells us 
why: “God sendeth them a working 
of error, that they should believe a 
lie: ... that they all might be judged 
who believed not the Truth” (II Th. 
2:11,12). 


If not here, where then? In the 
place we first mentioned. We look 
to God as He has revealed the Truth. 
And He has revealed the Truth 
in His Word but especially in Jesus 
Christ. 


Jesus was Truth in its fulness: 
“The Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us (and we beheld His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father), full of grace and Truth” 
(John 1:14). 


Jesus Himself declared that He came 
to reveal the Truth as “. .. a man 
that told you the Truth, which I heard 
from God” (John 8:40). Thus, He 
plainly ties the Truth to the Word He 
spoke. 


Likewise, Jesus identifies Himself 
with the Truth saying, “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life” (John 
14:6). He similarly involves the Spirit 
saying, “I will pray the Father, and 
He shall give you another Comforter, 
that He may be with you forever, even 
the Spirit of Truth’ (John 14:16,17). 
And He completes the picture by mak- 
ing Truth pertain to the very Word 
of God declaring, “Thy Word is 
Truth”, in His intimate prayer to His 
Father (John 17:17). 


Paul helps us, through the Holy 
Spirit, to clarify our understanding 
of what God has revealed as the 
Truth. First, in Galatians 2:5, he 
speaks of, “The Truth of the Gospel’; 
and again in Ephesians 1:13, he men- 
tions, “the Word of Truth, the Gospel 
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of your salvation’; and once again in 
Ephesians 4:21, “even as Truth is in 
Jesus’’. 


THE NATURE OF THE TRUTH 


Obviously from these verses, we 
derive that Truth pertains to the Gos- 
pel about Jesus proclaimed among men. 
In some sense then, to know the Gos- 
pel of Jesus, or better, to know Jesus 
through the Gospel, is to know the 
Truth. 


This can be related to other verses. 
I give one example. In II John 1, we 
read that Christians are defined as, 
“they that know the Truth.” Conse- 
quently, knowledge of the Truth is 
equal to knowledge of Jesus. 


What do we find then? That 
Truth is not a mere searchable fact, 
but rather a dynamic experience of 
God. To know the Truth is to know 
God through Jesus Christ. To know 
Jesus Christ is to know Him through 
the Word preached making alive our 
souls by the action of the Holy Spirit, 
i.e. via re-birth. 

No wonder Jesus declared, 
must be born again.” 


“vou 


Therefore, Paul properly speaks of 
the Church as the “pillar and ground 
of the Truth” (I Timothy 3:15). Only 
in the True Church of the Living God, 


where God’s Word is declared and 
His ordinances kept, can one come 
to know the Truth. To know this 


Truth is to experience regeneration by 
the working of the Holy Spirit, who 
works faith in our hearts, and faith in 
Jesus Christ. And this is to know the 
Living God. 


Is this to say that having had the 
experience of re-birth through faith 
in Jesus Christ, we do not need to 
know or accept all of the Scripture 
teachings? Far from it! The Truth 
we know, the re-birth by the Holy 
Spirit, enables us to truly believe all 
that God has taught. 


Paul, in writing to Timothy, speaks 
of those who have “erred concerning 
the Truth, saying the resurrection is 
past already” (II Timothy 2:18). 
Clearly, their sin was in failing to be- 
lieve the revealed Word of God, the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit. They 
missed the Truth for they did not be- 
lieve the doctrines of God. To know 
the Truth enables us to believe all 
that God’s Word has revealed. 


But first must come knowledge of 
the living God in a personal way. 1 
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mean by this, to know God personally 
through faith in His Son, by the aid 


of the Holy Spirit. Faith is the means 
God puts into our hearts to enable 
us to come to this perfect knowledge. 
Knowledge of the Truth enables us in 
turn to believe and increase in knowl- 
edge regarding all that God has taught 
through His written Word. 


then, again at the 
before listed as the reasons 
for the importance of the question, 
“What is Truth?” 


Let us look, 


reasons 


We have said that it is only by 
Truth that we can properly worship 
God. This means, then, that only by 
the personal knowledge of Christ 
through re-birth can we come to God 
in an acceptable manner. 


We have also said that God will 
judge the world by Truth. Ultimately, 
this means that we will stand or fall 
before the Judge of the whole earth 


according as we have indeed ex- 





“As many as walk according to the 
(Gospel) peace be on them.’”’ — Ga- 
6:16. There are many pan- 
aceas for the world’s ills preached to- 
day, many ways to peace suggested. 
But there is only one sure way to 
peace: the transforming power of God 
through Christ making a person over 
again. 


latians 





perienced re-birth. Those born again 
to new life in Christ are known of 
God and know Him personally. They 
who have experienced this need no 
further proof of salvation. They 
know, know personally, Him whom 
they have believed. 


Again, knowledge of the Truth is 
equated with knowledge of salvation. 
This is plain when we realize that to 
know Jesus through re-birth is indeed 
to be saved, to experience salvation 
itself. Knowledge of the Truth is far 
more than mental assent to the 
trine of God, it is a vital experience 
of Christ. Like the wind blowing 
across your face, it is something you 
feel, though you cannot explain it 
fully. 


doc- 


Finally, it is Truth that abides with 
Christians forever. The re-birth, new 
life in Christ, is eternal. As reborn, 
we live eternally. Before the world 
we die and are buried, but before 
God (and this is really what matters) 
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we never die, but live on in increased 
knowledge of Him. And even to our- 
selves it may appear that we must die, 
but in Him death is no more than step- 
ping through a thin veil into the 
Glorious Light before Whom we con- 
tinually live. 


THE REWARDS OF THE TRUTH 


What rewards has such knowledge 
of the Truth for us now? 


First, we are told, “‘ye shall know 
the Truth, and the Truth shall make 
you free” (John 8:32). Free from 
what? Free from sin, which is, spirit- 
ually to miss the mark, to fail in every 
way to glorify God. To know the 
Truth is to be on target regarding 
our chief end in life, namely, to glorify 
God. 


It is freedom to believe all that God 
has taught: the Virgin Birth of our 
Lord, the bodily resurrection, the Bib- 
lical miracles, the return of the Lord 
Christ, in short, the whole counsel of 
God, the Bible. All of these truths 
and the rest of God’s revealed Truth 
are meaningful only to those re-born. 
They are facts which even the devil 
believes, but which only become mean- 
ingful to those knowing the Truth. 


Secondly, we are told that knowl- 
edge of the Truth will enable us to 
rejoice. “Love (Christian love) re- 
joices in the Truth’, we are told in 
I Corinthians 13:6. No matter what 
affliction of the body or soul must 
be endured, the re-born person, who 
knows his Lord, has the Truth, like 
the keel of a ship, to steady his life. 
The world knows no such joy as this. 


Thirdly, the Truth enables us to 
escape the snare of the devil in this 
world. The Word says, “stand there- 
fore, having girded your loins with 
Truth”, (Eph. 6:14) and again, “that 
God may give them repentance into 
knowledge of the Truth, that they may 
recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil” (II Timothy 2:25). The 
experience of re-birth and the vital 


knowledge of Jesus Christ through 
that re-birth is impenetrable armor 
to the devil. He can never break 
through. 


Lastly, those who have the Truth 
have not only the form of religion but 
also its power. In II Timothy 3:5,7, 
Paul speaks of, “those holding a form 
of godliness but having denied the 
power thereof ... ever learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge 


(Cont. on p. 8, Col. 3) 
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Proclaiming the Story 


The Minister As A News Reporter 


REV. JAMES MILTON McKNIGHT 


Mark 16:15 (Weymouth): “Proclaim 
the Good News or the Glad Tidings 
to all Mankind.” 


A newspaper reporter writes all 
kinds of news — murders, crimes, gos- 
sip, sensational trials. He has told the 
stories of new businesses and financial 
enterprises. He interviews mayors, 
governors, senators, noted _ singers, 
noted poets, noted educators — try- 
ing to get news, real news for the 
American public. But it does not 
satisfy the craving of their hearts. As 
fast as he writes one thing, they 
greedily devour it and call for more. 
He is under the tremendous pressure 
to get something new for the public 
to read. 


The news reporter feeds the insati- 
able hunger of the public’s appetite, 
but there is but one great news story 
that will ever satisfy the aching void 
of the human heart — the news that 
the angels announced to the shepherds 
when Christ was born. “Be not afraid, 
for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple; for there is born to you this day 
in the city of David, a Savior, which 
is Christ the Lord.” Only in the pub- 
lishing of that news will the world 
ever find rest and peace for its tired 
soul. 


This Gospel was called Good News 
when it was first announced to the 
shepherds, and Christ called it Good 
News as He gave His last command, 
“Go ye into all the world, and publish 
the glad tidings, the Good News.” 


STRIKING ANALOGY 


Should the reporter leave his first 
work and go into the ministry, he 
will notice a striking analogy between 
the two. He is not giving up news 
work, he is being promoted to a higher 
task — publishing the greatest piece 
of news that has ever been published. 


As he looks through his New Testa- 
ment he finds that the Greek word, 
” meaning Gospel, or good 
news, occurs seventy-six times and 
that the verb, “euangelidzomai,” to 
proclaim or publish the Good News 
occurs twenty-four times. Thus, there 
are over one hundred references to 
the Good News. 


“euangelion, 


THREE TESTS OF REPORTER 


In carrying out our analogy let us 
look at two things, the reporter and 
the story. The first essential of a 
good reporter is the ability to keep 
himself in the background. One of 
the first rules given a cub reporter 
is that he must never use the pro- 
nouns “I” and “We.” He is sub- 
merged and cannot express his own 
opinion. He works underground — 
a machine chronicling facts — like a 
great searchlight throwing its rays of 
publicity upon the open sores of hu- 
manity. 


The minister, if he is to be a success, 
must keep himself in the background. 
John the Baptist had the spirit of the 
modern reporter when he said, “He 
must increase — but I decrease.”’ One 
of the great troubles today is that 
the Church, the man, the denomina- 
tion is advertised and not the “Good 
News.” This is an age of great preach- 
ers, great churches, great systems of 
doctrine, many of which obscure and 
blur the “Good News.” The trouble 
is that the ministry has not decreased, 
but has become greater than its Mes- 
sage. 


In addition to keeping himself in 
the background, a good newspaper re- 
porter must chronicle the facts as they 
are. Edward McKernon, Eastern Di- 
vision Superintendent of the “Associ- 
ated Press,” said at the Tri-State In- 
terscholastic Press Conference at St. 
Johns College, Annapolis, Md., that 
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one contemplating the field of jour- 
nalism can have no higher ambition 
than to be a good reporter. Here is 
a part of what he said: “If in jour- 
nalism you see only an opportunity to 
play upon the human emotions, to 
paint the lily of fact with sobs, and 
groans, and shrieks, make salable that 
which has no essential importance of 
news, then I beg of you to renounce 
journalism. 


“Journalism is the profession of ob- 
serving and reflecting facts of current 
events. That is our mission — to 
know what is; to determine with in- 
dustry and cold-blooded exactness the 
facts of every day happenings signifi- 
cant of society today. To tell a be- 
wildered world what is. To indicate 
what must be the starting point of 
intelligent thinking if sanity is to 
rule.” Every word of that applies 
to the minister. 


Just as the reporter must not color 
a story, but must throw the searchlight 
of truth upon the facts, just so the 
Gospel minister must do. The min- 
ister must preach the Gospel as it is. He 
must not tamper with it, change it, 
make it prove any pre-conceived sys- 
tem of doctrine. He has it from 
Christ Himself — he needs no official 
board of divines to tell him what the 
Gospel is. 


THE WHOLE STORY — 
THE WHOLE GOSPEL 


Just as the true reporter must tell 
the whole story, just so the true min- 
ister must preach the whole Gospel. 
He must not preach part and leave 
part. He must not put the soft pedal 
on something because he knows that 
he will offend some of his congrega- 
tion. A minister told me recently that 
he had written a good sermon on war, 
but that he was afraid to preach it 
for fear that he would offend some 
of his members. 





Too often we preach the love of 
God and His great mercy — using it 
as an opiate for our members’ con- 


sciences to relieve their pain. Instead 
of being an exponent of truth the 
minister is too often a diplomat, a 
politician — he moves carefully in 
and out amongst his congregation mak- 
ing certain that he does not tread up- 
on someone’s toes. Much compromise 
with evil goes on today under the 
terms of ‘“‘tact,” “diplomacy” and “ex- 
pediency.”’ 


A newspaper reporter must be bold 
and courageous — he must face death 
if necessary to get all the facts. He 
may rush through flaming buildings, 
may join the sheriff on raids, watch 
pursuers shot down at his feet. He 
goes down into the dens of thieves 
and robbers to get the news. The 
minister must be just as bold in de- 
nouncing evil and proclaiming the 
Gospel. He must be an evangelist in 
his day. Yes, the minister, as well as 
the reporter, must keep himself in 
the background, and as he chronicles 
the facts as they are, he must be bold 
and courageous. 


Now glance at the story. When a 
reporter comes rushing into the office 
the first question that the city editor 
asks him is, ‘“‘What is the story?” 


Just so, we want to look at this 
“Good News” that God gave and test 
it by the standards of a great story 
today. The first question that we 
will ask is, “What is the news?” The 
Gospel or Good News is the proclama- 
tion of the forgiveness of sins and the 
restoration to sonship with God made 
possible by the atonement of Christ. 
Doesn’t John 3:16 contain the Good 
News: “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth on Him should 
not perish but have eternal life’? Or 
II Corinthians 5:21: “Him who knew 
no sin He made to be sin on our be- 
half; that we might become the right- 
eousness of God in Him’? 


CHRIST AND CHRIST ONLY 


The Gospel is Christ. He is the sub- 
ject of it, the object of it, the life 
of it. We who are so unworthy, so 
full of sin, have the gratuitous promise 
of the remission of sin for Christ’s 
sake if we but believe on His Name. 
That is the most wonderful piece of 
news that has ever been published. 
It alone will bring peace and rest and 
comfort and joy to the sin-stained 
world. It alone satisfies. It is a 
story that can be told and retold and 
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never grow old. It is the epic of the 
ages and will last to eternity. 


Another test of a good news story 
is: To whom does it appeal? A re- 
porter may dash into the office with 
what he deems a great story only 
to be informed by the City editor 
that it is good, but that it appeals 
only to the citizens in Ward 1 or Ward 
3, and that it does not have much 
value for the whole city. Measure 
the Gospel by this principle—it ap- 
peals to men everywhere, to rich, and 
poor, noble and ignoble, educated and 
uneducated, regardless of race, color 
or previous condition of servitude. 
John 3:16 says ‘““‘Whosoever,” meaning 
any man who believes. 


The next question that the city 
editor might ask is: How vitally does 
it concern the readers? Some news 
stories are of just passing interest, 
while others affect the heart and core 
of the life of the city. Maybe it is 
the story of a reduction in freight 
rates just announced by the I.C.C. 
A city may be retarded in its growth 
by a discriminating freight rate. Such 
a story, therefore would be of vital 
importance to all. 


This Gospel story vitally affects 
all. There is power in His blood. It 
can transform lives, make the impure 
pure, the dishonest honest, the insin- 
cere sincere. Men cannot stand un- 
moved in the presence of the Cross. 
It has power to lift men from death 
to life. It has done it, is doing it, 
and will continue to do it. 


It is significant that the Master, 
the last thing before His return to the 
Father, told His disciples to be good 
reporters, to “Go into all the world 
and publish the Good News to every 


creature.”’ As we look inward at our- 
selves, outward on the work which we 
have to do, and upward to the Master, 
I wonder how far we measure up to 
this standard. To be good reporters 
of this great Gospel, we must decrease, 
we must proclaim it as it is, we must 
labor courageously. The world is go- 
ing to be restless until it finds its 
rest in the center and core of that 
Great News Story — the Person of 
Christ. 


cs 


Mr. McKnight is pastor of the First 
Church, Phenix City, Ala. 





TRUTH—from p. 6 


of the Truth” (II Timothy 3:5,7). 
They were guilty of taking the pattern 
of perfect religion, but never con- 
sidering its source. 


Godliness and religion are more 
than knowing the proper time to 
enter the sanctuary, when to stand, 
when to sit, when to put in the offer- 
ing, when to sing, when to listen, when 
to pray and when to leave. That is 
a form of religion. It is all some 
people ever know. But the power of 
religion begins with the knowledge 
of the Truth, knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, a gift of God by the Holy 
Spirit working faith in us. 


The Rev. Mr. Scott is pastor of the 
Springfield, Ky., Presbyterian Church. 





He who takes a child by the hand, 
takes the mother by the heart. 





beyond the reach of danger. 





The Richest Treasure Of The Christian Church 


The Atonement is the chief part of our salvation, the anchor of faith, 
the refuge of hope, the rule of charity, the true foundation of the 
Christian religion, and the richest treasure of the Christian Church. 


So long as this doctrine is maintained in its integrity, Christianity 
itself and the peace and blessedness of all who believe in Christ are 


But if it is rejected, or in any way impaired, the whole structure of 
the Christian faith must sink into decay and ruin. 


Francis Turretin of Geneva 
(1623-1687) 
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“QUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk's Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland. Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgo:.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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The convulsions through which the 
infant Republic of the Congo is pass- 
ing — which indicate that the new 
nation is dying aborning — bear stark 
testimony to many hard-headed truths 
which our pampered generation almost 
forgot . .. until this vivid reminder 
came along. 

The first of these truths is that sin 
and savagery are yet very much alive 
in the hearts of men. Despite the les- 
sons of Bataan and Buchenwald; of 
Hungary and Hiroshima, a goodly pro- 
portion of the world’s population still 
believes that there’s nothing essential- 
ly wrong with man that a few oppor- 
tunities and advantages won’t cure. 
But freedom entails a sense of re- 
sponsibility and opportunity leads 
only to chaos when some people are 
turned loose. 

The second lesson is that social or- 
der is not based on Christian personal 
ethics. In other words, “turn the 
other cheek”, “if any man compel 
thee to go with him a mile, go with 
him twain’’, “do good to them that 
despitefully use you”, and “if any 
man sue thee at law and take away 
thy coat, give him thy cloak also”, 
are not principles to be used by so- 
cieties and governments for the preser- 
vation of social order. 


This does not mean that there are 
two moral standards in the world, 
one for the redeemed and another for 
the unredeemed. This does mean, 
however, that the moral conscience of 
a Christian is not shared by unbe- 
lievers. Force, or the threat of force 
— law and order based on swift justice 
— is the only answer to the problem 
of peaceful living in an unregenerate 
society. Where government is not ex- 
ercised from a position of authority 
and control is lost, unregenerate men 
revert to the law of the jungle—con- 
crete as well as Congo. 


The shallow social and _ political 
philosophy of both secular and relig- 
ions “‘do-gooders’”’ —- for whom moral, 
political and religious independence are 
man’s inalienable possessions as a hu- 
man being—is the sheerest nonsense. 
The thought that we have to do nothing 
but treat men as equals and accept 
them in “Love” and everything will 
turn out all right is nightmare think- 
ing. 


EDIJOHIALS 


Lessons From The Congo 


For our part, we, as Christians, 
must re-capture the “negative” side 
of the Gospel. The necessary cor- 


relary of “saved” is “lost’’; of “love” 
is “wrath”; of “heaven” is “hell”; of 
“salvation” is “reprobation’; of the 
“children of light” are the “children 
of darkness’. For some the Gospel is 
a “savour of life unto life’; for others, 
“a savour of death unto death’. 


The problems of the world will not 
all be solved by Dialogue. In some in- 
stances the proper answer is Judgment. 





What You Mean By 
What You Say 


One reason why Faith is often un- 
certain is that we too seldom pay 
attention to the way we express what 
we believe. We are careless in our 
thinking and speaking, in matters of 
faith. 


Not long ago we saw something in 
a Presbyterian magazine that illus- 
trates what we are trying to say here. 
Typical “‘devotional”’ material, this se- 
lection has no doubt been used before 
innumerable assemblies of appreciative 
people. It goes as follows: 


“AND THEN HE BELIEVED” 


I showed my friend the empty tomb 
so as to prove to him that the Christ 
had risen from the dead. But he be- 
lieved not. 


I revealed to him the broken seal 
and the napkin folded in a corner. 
But no faith arose in him. 


I set before him the written record 
and many other infallible proofs that 
my Lord was indeed alive. But still 
he did not believe. 


“For,” said he to me, “I have looked 
into your heart and I find it selfish, 
ambitious, proud. I see that it is hot 
and resentful, envious and grudging. 
No, your Christ is dead forevermore.” 


Then there came a day when I 
yearned over my friend and loved him 
as my own soul. I forgot my proofs, 
and I remembered only his incom- 
parable need. I gave up my argument, 


and merely stretched forth my hand 
with an aching tenderness in its touch. 
I became so concerned for his pain 
that somehow my own was forgotten 
and I did not care. I sought out the 
bruises that life had left upon his soul, 
and in some strange fashion I became 
a minister for their healing. 


And then he believed! 


“For,” said he, “I have seen the 
living Christ walking in the world. I 
know, I know that he indeed is risen 
from the dead and become the first 
fruits of them that sleep in the charnel 
house of self. Yea, 
alive forevermore.” 


your Christ is 


Now notice what this popular senti- 
ment affirms: 


It affirms that the Scriptural evi- 
dences of the Resurrection are power- 
less to awaken faith. 


It declares that the Bible and “many 
other infallible proofs” are not means 
of Grace. 


It suggests that the power of God 
unto salvation is not the Gospel, or 
the Word of God, but MY good works; 
that faith remains dead until my love, 
my concern, my counselling meet the 
human needs of the one I would reach 
for Christ. 


It implies that the Grace of God 
depends upon the piety of the mes- 
senger rather than the power of the 
Moly Spirit working through the mes- 
sage; that the messenger must himself 
become the “living Christ” before an 
unbeliever will come to know Him. 


A Christian’s life should certainly 
match his profession. But salvation 


comes not by good works, either on 
the part of the unsaved or the saved. 


Here is an illustration of the reason 
why theological accuracy is more im- 
portant than sentimental appeal. 


Are We A 
Christian NationP 


The little handful of patriots who 
fought their way to independence more 
than 150 years ago were not afraid or 
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ashamed to demonstrate that they were 
Christians and all they did in forming 
a government was accomplished after 
a plea to the Almighty for guidance. 


There was no concerted world effort 
at that time to destroy Christianity 
as there is today. Atheistic Russia and 
other Communistic nations are pledged 
to root Christianity out of the world 
and they are making excellent head- 
way in many sections of the world, 
even right here in our beloved America. 


So alarming is this progress in the 
U.S. that a group of Congressmen de- 
cided it would be a good idea to make 
it known to the world through our 
Constitution that the United States 
of America is a Christian nation. To 
this end they introduced in Congress 
an amendment to the Constitution re- 
affirming that ours is a Christian 
nation. 


This amendment which is now be- 
fore Congress reads: “This nation de- 
voutly recognizes the authority and 
law of Jesus Christ, Saviour and Ruler 
of nations, through whom are bestowed 
the blessings of Almighty God.” (Fur- 
ther information about the Christian 
Amendment may be secured by writ- 


ing to CAM, 804 Penn Ave., Pitts- 
burgh 21, Pa.) 
The wording is so broad it was 


thought there would be no opposition, 
but a tirade against it came from the 
most unexpected source. Not the Com- 
munists, but the General Board of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ, 
meeting in Seattle and reported by 
the Associated Press, went on record 
against the amendment 59 to 1. 


They argued it would displease our 
non-Christian nationals and that it 
would “embarrass the relations of 
American churches and the nation with 
the world majority of non-Christians.” 


The Council represents some 45 mil- 
lion Protestants in the United States. 
The good Christians of these churches 
spend millions trying to take Christi- 
anity to the non-Christians. If that 
does not create a state of embarrass- 
ment, we fail to see why proclaiming 
our nation a Christian nation would. 


We feel as strongly about our ac- 
ceptance of Christ as we do about our 
fealty to the Constitution of the United 


A Layman And His Church 


“LEST THEY FAINT IN THE WAY” 


The Christian’s responsibility is an 
awesome one, whether he be a min- 
ister speaking from his pulpit, or a 
layman engaged in secular pursuits. 


Only the Christian knows the Way. 
Only the Christian knows the answer 
to man’s most vital question after 
death what? Only the Christian has 
the message of man’s redemption in 
Christ. Only the Christian has access 
to the strength and wisdom necessary 
for daily living. 





All around us are men and women 
as far separated from God as those 
to be found anywhere in the world. 
And all around us there are those 
fainting in the way because they are 
starved for the Word which can bring 
life from death, light out of darkness 
— hope to the hopeless. 


* ss a * * a 


For three days a multitude had been 
following Jesus. In the number were 
some 4,000 men, with probably twice 
that many women and children. They 
had had nothing to eat and our Lord 
had compassion on them. Preparing 
to feed them he said to His disciples: 
“I will not send them away fasting, 
lest they faint in the way.” 


Surely there is a lesson here for 
every minister of the Gospel! Surely 
these words should stir the hearts of 
laymen, Christian men and women 
whose souls have been fed with the 
Bread of Life! 


And yet how often we permit the 
casual acquaintance — yes the peo- 
ple who throng our churches — to 
go away without their souls being 
fed — and they are even today faint- 
ing on the road as they go away from 


States. We see no reason why ad- 
herents to them would hesitate to pro- 
claim their allegiance and support to 
both under any circumstances. 


The one suports the other. We 
should be proud to be known as a 
follower of Christ and a citizen under 
the Constitution of the United States 
of America. 


—J. Clement Brossier 
Editor Emeritus, 
Orlando Evening Star 
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the place and the people who should 
have had compassion on them! 


The writer has been accused of be- 
ing unduly critical of some in the 
Protestant ministry. But this criti- 
cism is voiced against those of us 
who are laymen, as well as against 
those who stand in the pulpits and 
voice platitudes instead of Christian 
doctrines; ethics instead of the Christ 
from whom alone true ethics can pro- 
ceed; politics, economics and sociology 
while men are dying for the story of 
God’s remedy for sin; — yes, a type 
of preaching which lacks in content, 
conviction and eternal effect. 


Ministers are a minority. Christian 
men and women who make up the 
Church rolls are the real task force 
of Christianity in the world where 
they live. How do we live before our 
daily associates? Can people tell by 
the things we say and do (as well as 
by the things we do not say and do 
not do), that we are new creatures 
in Christ? Are we so conformed to 
this world that we differ little from 
the pagans about us? Or, does the 
fragrance of Christ make itself known 
to those with whom we come in con- 
tact so that in a very real sense men 
may know that our chief end in life is 
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever? 


In these days when the foundations 
seem to be shaking, when men’s hearts 
are failing them for fear of the things 
they see coming on the earth; when 
so few seem to have the faith and 
convictions which cannot be moved; 
there is being whispered abroad the 
word that the “Church has failed’. 
But ladies and gentlemen, the Church 
is you and me. The Church is the 
men and women who have taken on 
themselves the Name of Christ and 
who are His own. 


The trouble is that only too often 
there has been an uncertain note 
where there should have been cer- 
tainty; doubtings and questionings 
where there should have been a firm, 
“Thus saith the Lord’’; philosophical 
reasoning in the place of divine truth 
clearly revealed in Holy Writ; the 
wisdom of men instead of the Spirit- 
directed message of God. 


(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 2) 





JABLE JALK 


He Descended Into Hell 


WILLIAM C. ROBINSON, Th.D. 


This phrase in the Apostles’ Creed 
gives rise to several questions. Is it 
an official part of the creed of our 
Presbyterian Church? What does it 
mean? 


A. In answer to the former ques- 
tion: Yes, this is an integral part of 
the Creed authorized by our denomina- 
tion. It was in the form of the Creed 
published with the Shorter Catechism 
and as such adopted on the several 
historical occasions when the Presby- 
terian Church adopted its standards. 
It is specifically cited and discussed 
in the Larger Catechism as part of the 
Creed. Our General Assembly recently 
declined to send this section down to 
the presbyteries that they might vote 
on eliminating it. In the early Church 
many of the fathers spoke of Christ’s 
sojourn in Hades and of His triumph 
over the powers of Hell. This phrase 
is not, however, in the Old Roman 
Symbol either in its interrogatory 
form which is attributed to Hippolytus 
or in the form signed by Marcellus of 
Anchyra. On the other hand, it is 
in several of the semi-Arian creeds 
of 359 and 360, in the Fides Hier- 
onymi and in the Creed of Aquileia 
on which Rufinus comments. 


B. In answer to the second question, 
this phrase serves notice that while 
there are no mysteries for God, there 
are mysteries for us. Chrisitan faith 
is not the rationalism of the Enlighten- 
ment which refuses to accept anything 
that man cannot prove with absolute 
certainty and state with crystal clarity. 
Faith worships where it cannot under- 
stand and joyfully proclaims that there 
are mysteries too deep for full human 
comprehension. Personally, I rejoice 
that there is such a phrase in the 
Creed reminding me that God under- 
stands mysteries which I accept by 
faith, Here we can only touch the 
hem of His garment. With this reser- 
vation, there are at least three explana- 


tions which go part of the way in pre- 
senting the meaning of the Creed. 


1. First, many have found and do 
find here a testimony that Christ went 
and preached to the Old Testament 
saints in Hades and brougnt them in- 
to a better place or Paradise. Bibli- 
cal support for this view is sought in 
I Peter 4:6; Lk. 23:43; Acts 2:31; 
Eph. 4:9; Rom. 10:9; Rev. 1:9; Isaiah 
24:22. 


2. Our Larger Catechism, as well 
as Rufinus among the ancients and H. 
Bavinck among recent scholars, favors 
the view that the phrase emphasizes 
the full actuality of Christ’s death. 
He was so fully dead that His spirit 
was completely separate from His 
body and was in Hades, the unseen 
world of the dead. Support for thig 


has been cited from Psalm 16:10; 
Acts 2:24-27,31; Rom. 6:9; Matt. 
12:40. 


3.John Calvin and the Heidelberg 
Catechism (which the Kirk of Scotland 
adopted about 1590) interpret the 
phrase of Christ’s bearing the weight 
of Divine wrath in our stead while 
He was dying for sinners on the Cross. 
The genius of Geneva wrote: “He 
sustained the weight of the divine 
severity; since being smitten and af- 
flicted of God He experienced from 
God all the tokens of wrath and ven- 
geance.” That is, our Lord suffered 
not the affliction of divine anger, but 
the effect of that wrath which we 
justly deserved. 


This would mean that at the same 
time as Jesus was being sacrificed 
under Pontius Pilate, He was also en- 
during the punishment from God which 
was justly due to us. He the Judge 
was judged and punished as the sub- 
stitute for the offenders. Thus was 
God vindicated in forgiving sinners. 
Support for this teaching is found in 
Isaiah 53:10-12; Matt. 26:38-39; 27: 


46; Rom. 2:5-6; 3:24-26; 
Peter 2:24; 3:18; I John 2:2. “What 
was His cup? Aye, what was it?” 
cried “Rabbi” Duncan. “It was dam- 
nation, and He drank it lovingly.” 


4:25; I 


Now these three interpretations are 
not mutually exclusive. Indeed, one 
may hold that each of these states a 
part of the truth and that when all 
are accepted much mystery still re- 
mains. Or one may declare that each 
of these statements is true and that 
a particular one is the meaning of 
the phrase in the Creed. Our Larger 
Catechism teaches the third view as a 
truth of our faith and the second 
as the meaning of the phrase in the 
Creed. Or one may simply hold that 
a particular meaning is that of the 
Creed. In a general congregation the 
people reciting the Creed may several- 
ly hold some to one, others to another 
meaning. One hopes that the whole 
congregation will agree that the phrase 
points to mysteries that human 
thought has not solved in God’s merci- 
ful dealings with His people. Here 
particularly, the love of Christ is 
greater than the measure of man’s 
mind and the heart of the Eternal is 
most wonderfully kind. 


We may not know, we cannot tell 
what pains He had to bear. But 
we believe it was for us that he des- 
cended into Hell. 


“The Eternal Life, His life down 
laid, 
Such was the wondrous plan; 
And God, the blessed God, was 


made 
A curse for cursed man.” 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 14, 1960 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Isaiah’s Vision Of The Holy God 


Bible Material: Isaiah 6 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 12:1-6 


No man can be truly great or do a work worthwhile 
until “in a quiet place he has met the Master face to 
face”. He must see his God and Saviour and know 
himself and the need of the world. Abram had to 
meet God before he became Abraham and the father 
of the faithful. Jacob met God twice before he became 
Israel, a prince with God. Joseph was a prosperous 
man because the Lord was with him. Samuel met 
God in the night while but a lad and became the 
greatest of the Judges and a maker of kings. David 
learned to see God while keeping sheep on the hills 
around Bethlehem. 


We are studying about Isaiah in today’s lesson. 
Daniel saw many visions of God and future events. 
Saul of Tarsus met Jesus on the road to Damascus 
and became Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles and 
the writer of a large portion of our New Testament. 
John was exiled to the isle of Patmos and there saw 
the wonderful visions he records for us in the Book 
of Revelation. 


Augustine, through the prayers of his mother, finally 
yielded his life to the Savior and became one of the 
world’s great theologians. Martin Luther, the monk, 
met Christ in a new way and the Reformation resulted, 
with the aid of others who met Him also. John 
Wesley and a group of men had their lives transformed 
and “strangely warmed” and England was saved. D. L. 
Moody gave himself to God, body and mind and soul, 
and “two continents were drawn to Christ”. Dr. Billy 
Graham is another who has been and is being used in 
a mighty way. 


These are but samples of what God can do with 
men who give themselves completely to His service. 
We are studying about one of these men today, but 
before we take up that study I want to quote some 
verses from the vision which John the Apostle saw 
on the isle of Patmos, which is recorded for us in the 
fourth chapter of Revelation. His vision was very 
similar to that of Isaiah which we study today. Notice 
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that these men see what Dr. Torrey calls “manifesta- 
tions of God”; no man has actually seen God for He 
is a Spirit. 

“After this I looked, and behold a door was opened 
in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was, as 
it were, of a trumpet talking with me; which said, 
Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which 
must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the 
Spirit; and behold, a throne was set in heaven, and 
one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look 
upon like a jasper and a sardine stone, and there was 
a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto 
an emerald. And round about the throne were four 
and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and 
twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and 
they had on their heads crowns of gold” (Rev. 4:1-7). 
There follows the vision of the four “beasts” or “living 
creatures”: “And they rest not day and night, saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and 
is, and is to come”. Now, as we study the vision of 
Isaiah we will notice the similaritv of the vision of the 
prophet and that of John. 

I. The Vision of Isaiah: Isaiah 6 

This is one of the great passages in this great book 
of Isaiah. The prophet saw his vision, “In the year 
that king Uzziah died”. Uzziah had been a good king: 
not as good as the best, but better than many of the 
kings of Judah. He had been smitten with leprosy 
for presumption. But his reign had been a long 
and prosperous one of fifty-two years. When the earthly 


king died, Isaiah was permitted to see the Real King, 
the Eternal One. 


1. “I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne”. 
This was a manifestation of God. He reveals Himself 
in different ways. When Moses asked to see him, God 
put Moses in a cleft of the rock and passed before him, 
but Moses beheld only part of God. When God spoke 
to Moses before this at the burning bush, there did 
not seem to be any form visible. Samuel only heard 
a voice. Jesus said, “he that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Father”. Comparing this vision of Isaiah with the 
one in Revelation we notice that in this one the 
seraphim are around the throne while in John’s vision 
the “living creatures” and four and twenty elders are 
there. In John’s vision the rainbow is around the 
throne and the One on the throne is like a jasper 
and sardine stone. The seraphim had six wings and 
one cried to another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory’. The 
glory of God, and the holiness of God predominate in 
this vision. Such a vision was calculated to overwhelm 
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anyone, and it had this effect upon the young man, 
Isaiah. With that reverence we should approach God! 
Yet some men seem to think that they can just “rush 
in where angels fear to tread.”” In both this vision and 
the one in Revelation we notice the reverence of those 
around the throne as they cried, “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts.” 


2. The next thing Isaiah realizes is his own stnful- 
ness and the sinfulness of his people: “Then said I, 
Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts”. It is ever thus: when we see the holi- 
ness of God then we recognize our sinful condition. 
I suppose that Isaiah considered himself a very good 
man until he saw God. The cleanest washing on the 
clothesline seems soiled when the snow covers the 
ground. The nearer we come to the holiness of God 
the clearer we see our sin, and we, like Isaiah, are 
compelled to cry out, Woe is me! 


3. “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having 
a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the 
tongs from off the altar: and he laid it upon my 
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged”. 
“Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow,” said 
David. Here fire is used instead of water to signify 
cleansing. The live coal is taken from off the altar. 
God’s altar and throne are close together. Our Great 
High Priest has atoned for our sins, and now we can 
come to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. Blessed are those who 
have been cleansed by the atoning blood of Christ. 


4. Then he heard a voice: “Also 1 heard the voice 
of the Lord, saving, Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me”. 
He had seen the Lord; he had seen his sin and his 
people’s sin; he had been cleansed and now he was 
ready. These are the steps that lead to real service. 
When we have had an experience of the Lord then 
we are prepared. Without this experience the prophet 
would have been but a man-made prophet. Now he 
was God’s messenger. 


5. His mission was not to be an easy one. The 
people as a whole would not respond. His preaching 
would harden instead of soften; and judgment was 
bound to come. The cities would be wasted and the 
land be utterly desolate. The messages of the prophets 
were unheeded and both Israel and Judah went into 
captivity. 


6. There would be some who returned. There is 
always a remnant who remain true to God. Jesus came 
unto His own and His own received Him not, but 
some did receive Him and to them gave He the power 
to become the sons of God. Thank God, there are 
always some who believe. They can say in the words 
of our Devotional Reading from Isaiah 12: “Behold, 
God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid; 
for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; 
he also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy 
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation”. 
These are the ones who can sing praises to God. 


II. Some Lessons for Us. 


This chapter has some very important lessons for us. 
One is the glory and majesty and holiness of our God. 
As Phillips says in one of his books, our idea of God 
is too small. These manifestations of God should over- 
whelm us as they did Isaiah and John and others. We 
try to define God and do the best we can and yet our 
definition is inadequate. John says, God is Love, but 
we cannot measure that love; we cannot tell how high 
or deep or broad or long it is. 


Another lesson is the sinfulness of men. When we 
compare ourselves with God even our righteousness is 
as filthy rags. We, as we draw near to a holy God, 
are compelled to cry out, “Woe is me; God be merciful 
to me, a sinner.” 


Our cleansing from sin must come from God; our 
lips must be touched with the live coal from off the 
altar. In John’s vision he goes on to tell of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. “Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world”, 


saith John the Baptist. Has He purged us of sin? 


God needs workers. He still wants men to witness 


for Him. 


Preaching is often discouraging work, but there are 
always some who hear and respond and “draw water 
out of the wells of salvation”. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 14, 1960 


Respecting Reputations 


Scripture—Exodus 20:16; Deuteronomy 19:16-20; and 
James 3:1-12 


Suggested Hymns— 


“Lord, Speak to Me That 1 May Speak” 
“So Let Our Lips and Lives Express” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated”’ 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bor.” The picture that comes to mind when we hear 
those words is that of the witness on the witness 
stand in a court of law. We know, however, that this 
commandment involves far more than giving true tes- 
timony in a law court. It requires us always to 
“speak the truth in love” (Eph 4:15) with regard to 
other people. It forbids any kind of untruth about 
another person. It forbids us ever to twist the facts. 
Here we have God’s provision for safe-guarding man’s 
reputation. It is such an involved commandment that 
we shall do well to examine in detail the various ways 
we can observe it and the damaging results when we 
fail to do so. 


First Speaker: 


What happens when someone violates the Ninth 
Commandment by failing to respect the reputation of 
another? As a matter of fact, there are many things 
that happen. What are they? When one person dam- 
ages the reputation of another by telling an untruth 
about him, it is a form of thievery. A good name, 
or a good reputation, is a valuable possession. When 
we unjustly hurt a person’s reputation, we rob him 
of something that is very precious. Shakespeare ex- 
pressed the idea in these words: 


Who steals my purse steals trash: 
But he that filches from me my good name 


Robs me of that which not enriches him 
And makes me poor indeed. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


It is not just a person’s pride that is hurt when 
his reputation is damaged. He is hurt in other ways. 
For instance, if a man is unjustly accused of being 
dishonest and the word gets around, it becomes almost 
impossible for him to find employment in order to 
earn a living for himself and his family. An evil 
reputation also limits one’s service for the Lord. The 
young person who has been falsely accused of immoral 
conduct will hardly be chosen as a leader of our youth 
fellowship in the church. Once a reputation has been 
damaged it takes a long time to re-establish innocence 
and to restore a good name. 


Still another damaging result when another harms 
us is the effect it is likely to have on the character 
of the person who is wronged. Let us be clear about 
the distinction between reputation and character: repu- 
tation is what people say about us, while character is 
what we really are. There is an old proverb which 


Savs: 


Sticks and stones may break my bones 
But words can never harm me. 


But they do. Words do harm us. There is a strong 
tendency to live up to what people expect of us. Many 
young people have gone wrong because they were ex- 
pected to, and others have been encouraged to live 
righteously because there were those who were count- 
ing on them to do so. We are inclined to live up 
to the name we have. If we damage a person’s repu- 
tation, we are tempting him to conform his life to 
his bad name. It is a serious matter to lead someone 
into evil, but we are most likely to do it if we do 
not respect his reputation. 


Second Speaker: 


The program leader has suggested that there are 
several ways of hurting a person’s reputation. We 
ought to know what they are so that we may be able 
to avoid them. 


First, there is malicious slander . the intentional 
falsehood which is told with a definite design to do 
harm. There are not many ways we can sin against 
another which are more hurtful or more cowardly. 
When property or goods are stolen, it is often possible 
to replace them in time, but a damaged reputation 
may never be repaired, and the one who does the 
damage may never be detected. Slander is surely an 
expression of premeditated hate. 
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Closely related to slander is the sly insinuation. If 
possible it is even more cowardly than slander. With- 
out actually saying any words for which he can be 
held accountable, a person will manage to give a 
false impression about another. Sometimes all that is 
necessary to arouse false suspicions about another is 
a change of tone in the voice or a raise of the eye- 
brows. A hint can be more damaging than an outright 
lie because it lets the imaginations of those who hear 
go in any direction they choose. 


It is also possible to hurt a person’s reputation by 
cowardly silence. It is sometimes said that silence gives 
consent. Many false reports and rumors which dam- 
age the good name of people could have been stopped 
if those who knew the truth had the courage to speak 
out against the falsehoods. If we remain silent in the 
face of a known falsehood about someone else, we 
share in the harm done to his good name. 


Who can measure the amount of damage done by 
idle gossip? In gossip there is often no real intent 
to do harm... it is just the thoughtless repetition 
and embellishment of something we have heard without 
any attempt to determine whether it is true. There 
are many times when even the truth is better left 
unsaid, but the gossip repeats everything, true or 
untrue, to the unnecessary harm of many reputations. 


Flattery also comes under the heading of false wit- 
ness. This is the attempt to build up the reputation 
of another by use of falsehood. Untruth is never right. 
Flattery is misleading. It misleads others, and it mis- 
leads a person in his estimate of himself. It never 
finally results in good to anyone. 


Third Speaker: 


We have seen some of the things we should avoid 
in order to keep the Ninth Commandment. What are 
the positive things we are to do? (1) We are always 
to tell the truth about other people when it is ex- 
pected of us. We should remember that flattery is 
untruth as well as slander. When talking about others, 
we should try to express ourselves clearly so that no 
one will receive the wrong impression from what we 
say. (2) We should remember that is is not neces- 
sary to repeat everything we hear, even though we 
know it to be true. We should be very careful about 
repeating anything which we cannot verify. It is a 
good rule to repeat only those things which will serve 
some worthwhile purpose. (3) We must be ready to 
repudiate untruth, even when it is unpopular to do 
so. To remain silent in the presence of an untruth 
is to give consent to it. (4) As the basis of this whole 
matter is love for others. If we truly love other people, 
we will do whatever we can to safeguard their repu- 
tations. We will tell only the truth about them and 
we will tell it only when it will do them good. We 
will correct any untruths which may be told about 
them, and will clear up any wrong impressions which 
others may have concerning them. 

Program Leader: 


Young people seem to spend a great deal of time 
talking about each other, so this matter of reputations 
is especially applicable to us. May the Lord set a 
watch upon our lips that we may show our love to 
Him and others as we respect and safeguard the repu- 
tations of our neighbors. 

Closing Prayer 
Program for August 21: “The Way to Contentment” 


JHE CHURCH AY HOM 


MONTREAT CONVOCATION 
FEATURES EX-MODERATORS 


MONTREAT, N. C. — “The Mis- 
sion of the Church Today” will be the 
theme of the Aug. 12-14 Montreat 
Convocation, at which Dr. C. Grier 
Davis will be inaugurated as president 
of the Mountain Retreat Association. 

The weekend convocation will fea- 
ture addresses by former moderators 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. The 
final day will mark the beginning of 
the annual Montreat Bible Conference, 
at which a host of prominent leaders 
will speak. 


Dr. L. 
adult Bible 


Washington. 
Frank W. 


evening service. 


ing are J. R. McCain and Philip How- 
erton, also ex-moderators. 
ning John R. Cunningham will speak, 
and 1960 Moderator Marion A. Boggs 
will give the charge to Dr. Davis. 


Nelson Bell will teach the 
Sunday, 
morning sermon will be preached by 
George Docherty, minister of the New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church in 


class 


Price, 
moderator, and Gordon Powell of Mel- 
bourne, Australia, will speak at the 


a town or country church. The gath- 


That eve- ering is scheduled Nov. 1-3 in Louis- 
ville. 
James M. Carr, secretary of the 


Presbyterian, U. S., town and country 
church department, said any such min- 
ister who does not get an invitation 
by Sept. 1 should write him for a 
registration card and acceptance form. 


and the 


On the first day of the convocation, 
the emphasis will be “The Town and 
Country Church in the American 
Scene.” On the second day it will be 
“The Town and Country Church in 
the World Scene.” 


another former 





Dr. Davis’ inauguration is scheduled 








at the evening service Saturday, Aug. 
13. 

Former moderators William M. El- 
liott and E. T. Thompson will open 
the convocation with Friday evening 
addresses. 


Scheduled to speak Saturday morn- 


INVITATIONS GOING OUT 
FOR TOWN-COUNTRY MEET 
ATLANTA, Ga. — The Board of 
Church Extension is planning to send 
an invitation to the first Pan-Presby- 
terian National Convocation on the 
Church in Town and Country to every 
pastor of the denomination who serves 


MISSIONARY CHANGES 
JAPAN — John F. Bridgman is 
scheduled to return to Shikoku Chris- 
tian College this month from furlough. 
KOREA — Miss Florence E. Root 
is moving from Kwangju to the sta- 
tion at Mokpo. 
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BRAZIL — Rev. W. G. Neville is 
moving from Garanhuns to Recife. 


KOREA — Dr. William A. Linton, 
missionary in Korea for 48 years and 
first president of Taejon Presbyterian 
College, has resigned from the presi- 
dency of the college because of ill 
health, and with Mrs. Linton, has re- 
turned to the United States. Before 
World War II he was at Chunju. He 
was instrumental in establishing the 
college in 1956. 





CHURCH AUTHORIZES SUIT 
OVER COLLEGE MERGER 

RALEIGH, N. C. — (PN) — The 
congregation of First Presbyterian 
Church here has voted to file a “friend- 
ly suit’? against the Presbyterian Syn- 
od of North Carolina. At stake is 
whether Peace Junior College for 
women will remain in Raleigh, or be 
merged with Consolidated Presby- 
terian College in Laurinburg, N. C., 
as the Synod has ordered. 


Peace College, with a student body 
numbering near 315, is located on a 
large wooded tract of land some five 
blocks from the state capitol. The 
suit will seek declaratory judgment to 
determine the local congregation’s re- 
sumptive rights of Peace College. 


First Presbyterian Church once 
owned the school outright. Later it 
relinquished part operating control to 
Orange, Wilmington, Albemarle, Kings 
Mountain and Granville Presbyteries. 
Still later, in 1953, complete operating 
control was given the Synod to run 
the school. 


However, the law suit will argue 
this free hand was given with the 
written stipulation Peace College 
would revert to local control should 
operations here be suspended. Merg- 
ing the school with Consolidated Pres- 
byterian College is the same thing as 
suspending it, the suit will argue. 


About 400 members of the congre- 
gation voted unanimously to take the 
action, and opposition to Synod’s ac- 
tion has gained the support of the Ra- 
leigh Chamber of Commerce and the 
Merchants Bureau, also several inde- 
pendent businessmen. 


No date has been set to start court 
action. Attorney Edward B. Hipps, 
legal advisor and member of First 
Church, has said, however, that it will 
be as soon as possible. 


The college has an estimated value 
of $500,000, including endowments. 


COLLEGES LIST CHANGES 


JACKSON, Miss. — Dr. B. B. Bas- 
sett of Springfield, Mo., will join the 
Belhaven College faculty in September 
as professor of secondary education, 
psychology and economics. 


Dr. Bassett formerly lived in Missis- 
sippi — in Oxford where he was a 
member of the faculty at the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi and in Hattiesburg 
where he was acting head of the de- 
partment of education at State Teach- 
ers College, now Mississippi Southern. 


The new faculty member holds the 
BA degree from Des Moines Univer- 
sity and the MA and Ph.D degrees 
from the State University of Iowa. 
He also holds the LLB degree from the 
Northern Indiana School of Law. He 
resigned as professor of economics 
at Southwest Missouri State College 
to assume his duties at Belhaven. 


CLINTON, S. C. — Donald Marvin 
Boyd will join the Presbyterian Col- 
lege faculty as an English instructor 
in September. He will succeed Jack 
Durant, an instructor leaving PC after 
the summer session to resume work 
toward his doctorate at the University 
of Tennessee. 


Boyd is completing requirements for 
his master’s degree at Emory Univer- 
sity this summer. He received his 
bachelor’s degree in 1959 from Mce- 
Murry College. He is a native of 
Stamford, Texas, and the son of a 
Methodist minister. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Dr. L. A. 
Drewry, Jr., member of the Queens 
College faculty, will leave for Ceylon 
this month to serve as lecturer in eco- 
nomic statistics at the University of 
Ceylon. He received a Fulbright 
Grant for the academic year 1960-61 
and has been granted a year’s leave 
of absence from Queens. 


LAYMAN—from p. || 


Little wonder that the world is 
fainting on the way. Little wonder 
that the influence of the Church has 
sagged as men have failed to feed 
the needy with the spiritual food which 
is to be had for the asking. 

Not 


You and I are responsible. 


that the task is man’s alone for it is 
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a work of the Spirit. But we have 
neglected divinely provided tools and 
power and direction which He alone 
can provide. 


We need a new sense of compas- 
sion; a new infilling of the Holy Spirit; 
a new perspective to this world and 
the next; a deeper dependence on the 
privilege and power of prayer; a re- 
newed faith in and use of the Sword 
of the Spirit; and a new sense of man’s 
lost condition out of Christ and of 
our own responsibility to make Him 
known. 


We need to pray for these blessings 
lest we, with others, faint on the way. 


—L. N. B. 





If some people lived up to their 
ideals, they would be stooping. 


NoRTH 
Wwe C] 


IN 
AFRICA 








Sowing the seed and reaching millions with 
the message of salvation, giving each one 
his own personal copy of a Gospel in his 
own language. 


Back of this continent-wide campaign have 
been the prayers and gifts of thousands of 
the Lord’s people in America. Without this 
support we will miss an opportunity un- 
paralleled in the history of Christian mis- 
sions. With your continued prayers and 
gifts, we shall distribute another million 
Gospels to another million Africans in 
1960. Africa desperately needs — NOW, 
TODAY — the Gospel of Christ. 

For a fascinating picture of the cur- 

rent scene in Africa today, write for 

free copy of the PTL QUARTERLY. 


Remember this great work In prayer 
and stewardship. 


INTERNATIONAL 
DIRECTOR 


ALFRED A. KUNZ 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 











Spooks! 


BILLY GRAHAM — REVIVALIST 
IN A SECULAR AGE, by William C. 


McLoughlin. The Ronald Press, N. Y. 


$4.50. 


The author of this astonishing book 
has done what he tells me is a “critical 
biography of Billy Graham.” I prefer 
to eall it a first-class hatchet job 
on the world’s greatest living evan- 
gelist. 


This reviewer feels that any writ- 
ing about any person, whether the 
author agrees with that person or not, 
should possess two qualities: accuracy, 
and fairness. In my opinion, this 
book has neither. It is sprinkled 
through with errors and half-truths, 
and adorned with implications, in- 
nuendoes and insinuations. 


I challenge anyone to read this book 
and not gain the impression that the 
author is presenting Billy Graham as 
a man who uses or permits shady 
methods to pad the figures of at- 
tendance and conversions at his cru- 
sades, who is a tool of “big business,” 
who is opposed to fair treatment for 
Negroes, opposed to labor unions, to 
foreign aid and social action by the 
churches; who proclaims a Gospel mes- 


sage — salvation by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ — that is irra- 
tional, obsolete and inadequate for 


today’s needs, if not actually harmful 
to many people who may become “‘emo- 
tionally disturbed” by his preaching. 


It comes as something of a shock 
to read on page 247 and following of 
Professor McLoughlin’s book, quota- 
tions from a study reportedly made 
from replies to a questionnaire an- 
swered by 69 doctors of Greensboro, 
N. C., following Billy Graham’s evan- 
gelistic crusade there in October-No- 
vember, 1951. These quotes are typi- 
eal: 


“I believe this type of revival has 
many bad effects on a community 
and I wonder if the good effects over- 
come this.” “I firmly oppose such re- 
vivals.” “I question whether the good 
produced balanced the harm done the 
community.” Among the twenty var- 
ious kinds of “disturbances” reported 
were: schizophrenia, psychosis, severe 
anxiety states, exaggerated guilt com- 
plex, feeling of guilt and worry over 
sins, severe headaches and abdominal 


cramps associated with fear of sin, 
threatened self-mutilation and _ re- 
moval of genital organs because of 
past sins.”’ 


I visited Professor McLoughlin re- 
cently at his home in Providence to 
his book. I was. received 
courteously and we had a frank talk. 
The author obtained a _ grant-in-aid 
from the American Philosophical So- 
ciety to help with his work. I respect 
the immense amount of research he 
did to assemble the book. I respect 
his opinions as sincere, and I would 
fight for his right te express his views 
freely. I would not take any of his 
statements out of context in this re- 
view. But I asked him: 


“Is it not true that you have se- 
lected a preponderant number of quo- 
tations and citations that present Billy 
in an unfavorable light?” 


discuss 


“Yes,” he answered. “For my book 
is a critical analysis of Graham and 
his evangelistic methods.” 


I asked another question: ‘Have 
you ever met Billy Graham?” 
“No,” responded the professor. 


“But I did try to meet him.” 


Probably no other biographer in 
modern history has ever written a book 
about a prominent person still living 
without ever meeting his subject and 
checking his facts personally! 


Professor McLoughlin sent proof 
sheets of his book to Graham and the 
evangelistic team, who sent back about 
fifty pages of corrections and suggest- 
ed changes. Some changes were made 
— but often they were placed in small 
type in an appendix, where few read- 
ers would see them. For example, 
the author links Billy’s name and 
preaching with “McCarthyism,” with 
the plain and unfair inference that 
Billy generally supported the late 
senator’s activities, then says in the 
appendix that “Dr. Graham mentions 
that he refused on several occasions 
to participate in meetings at which 
Senator McCarthy spoke” etc. 


The author gives examples which 
tend to prove Billy’s opposition to the 
United Nations, and in the appendix 
says “Dr. Graham, in commenting on 
this passage in a letter to me, indicat- 
ed that despite these criticisms of cer- 
tain aspects of the United Nations, he 
is nevertheless a supporter of the 
ie Rag 

Some of the author’s errors could 
have been prevented by inquiry and 
research conducted in a_ systematic, 
or least objective, spirit, rather than 


an attitude of prejudice. He says: 
“Billy Graham is committed to the be- 
lief that Christianity and capitalism 

. are inseparably linked and that 
one cannot exist without the other.” 
This is completely untrue. Billy often 
denounces various aspects of capitalism 
and often asserts that atheistic cap- 
italism is no different from atheistic 
Communism. 


“When Graham speaks of ‘the Amer- 
ican way of life’ he has in mind the 
same combination of political and eco- 
nomic freedom that the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, the United 
States Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Wall Street Journal do when they use 
that phrase.” Such a statement shows 
the lengths of absurdity to which 
prejudice can lead! Actually Billy 
counts some labor leaders among his 
best friends. He has addressed many 
labor conventions. The chairman of 
his most recent Washington crusade 
was Judge Boyd Leedom, chairman of 
the U. S. Labor Relations Board — 
certainly not an enemy of labor! But 
the author sinks deeper in his own 
mire when he says: 


“And he indicated his belief that 

most union men were not Christians 
when he stated in a Labor Day sermon 
in 1952, ‘I believe that organized 
labor unions are one of the greatest 
mission fields in America today.’ ” 
Such an inference is totally in error, 
and as unfair as an accusation can be. 
Billy was indicating that working men, 
in labor unions or out of them, should 
not be neglected in the Gospel min- 
istry. 
The author’s distress over Billy’s 
opposition to Communism is crystal 
clear in his book. “If he talks of 
Satan he equates Communism with 
Satan’s religion. Almost every time 
he mentions the need or value of a re- 
vival he does so in connection with 
the spread of Communism,” the au- 
thor complains. 


A note of disagreement, bordering 
upon contempt, is sounded throughout 
the author’s discussion of Billy Gra- 
ham’s religious faith and practice, and 
especially with the mention of “Bible- 


’ 


believing” and “born-again” Chris- 
tians. 
“There is litthke in Graham’s ap- 


proach to sin to differentiate it from 
that of Billy Sunday, D. L. Moody, or 
any of the other rural-born and rural- 
bred evangelists,” says the author. 
“Like them he still believes that the 
small-town moral code of nineteenth- 
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century America is the basic code pre- 
scribed by God for all human beings 
at all times and in all places.” 

In his final chapter the author sums 
up his estimate of Billy Graham: “On 
the whole it now looks as if Billy Gra- 
ham’s revivals have lost their luster 
... Furthermore, there are no discern- 
ible results of his meetings which seem 
to merit conspicuous attention.” 


The author of this book has a per- 
fect right to differ with Billy Gra- 
ham’s religious principles and beliefs, 
and the right to express his opinions 
as vigorously as he desires. 


But I wonder if any professor, how- 
ever scholarly, could as successfully 
apply his “intellectual” or “scientific” 
approach to solving the world’s prob- 
lems, or touch so many lives with a 
message of salvation as has Billy Gra- 
ham. 

—QO. K. Armstrong 
Washington, D. C. 


* * * ‘ * ad 


Mr. Armstrong is a Baptist layman 
and a former member of Congress. 





THE HYMN AND CONGREGA- 
TIONAL SINGING, by James R. Syd- 
nor. John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
192 pp. $4.50. 


For the Pastor, Minister of Music, 
Choir Director, Choir Member and oth- 
ers who feel that congregational sing- 
ing can and should be better, this book 
will prove quite valuable. Written in 
order to “provide orderly guidance in 
the transfer of the treasures of the 
hymnal to the hearts and lips and lives 
of every Christian’’, its aim is to en- 
able Christians to “reproduce in their 
lives the same measure of devotion 
and spiritual insight enjoyed by the 
writers of the great hymns.” 


The book is highly practical, but 
probably a little too technical at some 
points for the average pastor. It is 
easy to read. It deals with real prob- 
lems — how to play a hymn on the 
piano or organ, for example. It of- 
fers some solid suggestions on how 
to improve congregational singing. 
And one is glad to see that so eminent 
a musician as Dr. Sydnor has a warm 


feeling for Gospel hymns and their 
use. 


The price seems a little high for a 
book that has only 160 pages of ac- 
tual reading matter after the title 
pages, bibliography and footnotes (at 
the back) are expurgated. 

—Rev. Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 
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HEARD ABOUT 
THE NEW 
STANDARD 
GRADED 
LESSONS 





Standard Graded Lessons are refreshingly new, com- 
pletely revised, Preschool through Junior High. They're 
more interesting and understandable . . . more helpful, 
too. Most important is that Standard Graded 
Lessons are all true to the Bible. 


Teachers’ quarterlies, classroom visual aids teaching 
packets and pupils’ activity materials are provided for 
each study 


For schools using Uniform Lessons, Standard’s true-to-the- 
Bible Uniform materials are available for all ages, 
Primary through Adult. Tested, proved and popular in 
thousands of Sunday Schools. 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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MINISTERS 


Lewis Bullard, from Calhoun, Ga., 
to the Flemington, Ga., church. 


Van M. Arnold, Greenwood, Miss., 
has accepted the call of the Ever- 
green church, Memphis, Tenn. 


William D. Keeling, from Smithfield, 
Pa., to the Forest Hills church, Pa- 
ducah, Ky. 


H. C. Stewart, Philadelphia, Miss., 
has accepted a call from the Pearl 
Presbyterian Church, near Jackson, 
Miss., effective Sept. 1. 


‘H. M. Punt, from Albany, Ga., to 
Vincennes, Ind. 


LAYMEN 


C. A. Rowland, Director of the 
Georgia Bible Institute, who has set 
a record with 1157 consecutive 
weekly broadcasts over radio sta- 
tion WGAU, Athens, Ga., was re- 
cently honored on the occasion of 
his ninetieth birthday. 


LETTERS 
APOSTOLIC PREACHING 


Thank you very much for “The 
Apostolic Preaching of the Cross” by 
Dr. Morris (July 13). Having had this 
course under him at Columbia Sem- 
inagy I can truly say that these were 
the best hours spent at Seminary. It 
is wonderful now to have a concise 
summary of this course written by 
Dr. Morris himself. 


—/(Rev.) Thomas L. Llewelyn 
Boston, Ga. 





BEATNIKS 


Please send me a doz. “Theologi- 
cal Beatniks.” Your comments on this 
movement in modern theology are very 
true. I went to the University of 
Texas (’55-’59), saw the Beats in real 
action. Unfortunately many of my 
dear Christian friends fell into this 
way of thinking. (And many non-be- 
lievers, also!). 


—Mrs. Tony Hamilton 
Houston, Tex. 


CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


As ex-U.P.’s and now UPUSA’s and 
long time subscribers to the Journal, 
my husband and I have thoroughly en- 
joyed the issues since the change of 
the paper’s name. The first two ar- 
ticles in Mr. Hill’s series on Christian 
Schools have been most interesting to 
us . . . Ours is a parent controlled 
school supported by a society of par- 
ents and non-parents from congrega- 
tions of the local Christian Reformed 
Church, Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
and two UPUSA churches. We would 
be happy to have contact with in- 
terested persons in the local Presby- 
terian, U. S. churches. 


—Mrs. Thomas E. Beatty 
“The Washington 
Christian School 
Society” 

120 Normandy Dr. 
Silver Spring, Md. 





POTPOURRI 


Surely like the Journal! I’ve tried 
to sell it to many of my friends and 
have managed with some . — 2 
weren’t for your good articles, I am 
afraid we would have seen the last of 
Presbyterianism. 


—Mrs. Howard H. Oldham 
Arlington, Va. 





In a time when the foundations of 
all we have believed in are being 
undermined, it is good to have a sound, 
fundamental voice. ... Fight on—TI 
know there are many who fully ap- 
preciate you. 


—Mrs. W. P. Bryan 
Tifton, Ga. 





PERSONALS 


GRADUATE of Christian college 
with major in Bible would like to get 
in touch with conservative congrega- 
tion seeking a D.C.E. Secretarial ex- 
perience. Write Miss “‘C’’, c/o PRES- 
BYTERIAN JOURNAL, Weaverville, 
mn. C. 





Widow on Lookout Mountain, Ten- 
nessee, would like to share lovely 
home with Christian lady. References 
exchanged. Address Box 334, Chat- 


tanooga, Tennessee. 





GOOD BOOKS 


From 
Publishers’ Remainders 
At Special Prices 


There are so many titles in 
this group that a list of the 
offerings has been prepared 


and is available for the asking. 


Write for List 


THE 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N. C. 
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